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Dear CouiiciliiieiribEi Heibold and Ccumnittee Meoalbers, 

In June 2019, cta SeatliE Piiblic Utilities (SFU) Solid W-arte AiiviBnTy Committee (SWAQ members 
bad the nppcimmity to review SPU'b Draft of the 201B AjimLal Waste Prevention and Rec^^cliEi^ Rate 
Repoit. We commend SPU for altering the name of Ibis annual report to hi rb light the importance of 
waste preventioE in the City’s overall materiais mariagemfint stratEgy. SPI7 contmues to wort towards 
its goal of 70% landfill divenion by 2022, and SWAC strongly erLcoiaiages sustaiamg Ibis effort. 

In 20 IE, tbe City aohievned a 5fl.5% dn’erston rate, which is a 0.5% decrease from 2017. ^Tiile City 
recycling ratea trend an increase ovei' the years, tbe 201E rec^'cLing rate is still short of tbe 2022 goal. A 
few Actors likely iniluence Seattle's most leoenl recycbiLg rate: market effects from China’s Bine 
Shies Initiative, the deciease in weLghi for many lecydables, and education and outreach to Seattle's 
diverse popuiatLoc. 

To eflectrii^ely continue towards the 705-'a diversion goaL SWAC lecommends that SPU focus on the 
three sectors below: 

S eif-haid 

Given that recycling rates at self-haul faciiities (10.4% for 2018) are the lon'est of any sector and 
fiirthest from the 2022 goai, we recommend evalnation of fLuthear onportimities to recover mataials for 
recycling or reuse at the transfer stations. 

Multifamilv" Recycling 

Multifamily recycling latES have lagged behind single family lecjicling rates foi' many j-ean:. We 
affrim SPU’s efforts in 2018 to engage multi family buiEding owners and managers tn making recvnchug 
accessible to all rasidenf s, and w'e recommend contmuing this outreach to include medium and small 
size multifamily buildings. Fuarthei-, w-e affirm consideration of buiidmg code neouirements for 
recycling infrastiuctujE to be designed into cew^ buildings. 

Construction ^ Demolition fC^Dj 

SPU calculates the C&D sector in a separate lecyding rate which has a 70% diversion goal by 2020. 
CJtD activities continue at histoiically bi^ lei^ for the City. "ttliLle bans of heavT mateiials sucb as 
concrete have beiped raise the recycling rate for C &D„ S'WAC recommends- fiuther opportunities to 
increase diversion: 
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• recy-cliiLE and reuse optioiii for C AD materials at self-h-aiil facilities. Id 2019, tbeie 
is oppoTtuiut}'' to mco-iporate reusable building mateiiais coJlectLun into the STS 11 facility-' 
desEgiL providing a Esaiket for salvaged materiass. 

• StuEngtheE the cui-rent sah-age assessment neqiurement for deaDoLitioris to iiicecti\"tze actual 
salvage for reuse. 

• Add a requirersent for deconstruction (or laumauni lecovery for reuse) where high recover^.' 
potential is ideutiiLed. 

With ne^' aud bistono challenges urELUEncmg materials managemeci. we ads’ise that SPU reconsiders 
the meincs for waste prevention and geDerenon to help the City acfciei e its di^-ersioE goal and to 
engage a broader audience. SPU should continue to track, measure, and set goals aiound waste 
seneratioD per capita, as it is the single most efifectri-e measure of waste leduction efforts. SWAC 
suppoits the conlinuiaitiou of waste pieienhon programs such as Love Food, Stop Waste. E-C>»cle WA, 
Secme Medicine Retmn_ and Food Rescue Innov ation Lab. In addidoi^ SPU diouJd contiuue to play 
an active role in suppoiling Segislahon thatbobteis waste prevention strategies and product 
stewardship pohcies. hte the ban on smgle-use plastic straws and utensiL. 

SW'AC recommends SPUs ongoing paiticipation and support of the regional Responsible Recyclmg 
Task Force and the short and long-teim goals it has set out to achieve, especially removing plastic hags 
from curbside tecycling and harmonizinE recyclmg programs regionally to mimnaine coctaminEtion 
and conhisGon. 

SWAC suppoits SPU’s 2013 acbievemeists and efiForts in integrauEg race and sociaJ justice and 
lesiiieccy framewnorks into then- p^anmng processes, programs, and project. SWAC lecommends the 
continued eKpansion of community coUaboration, specifically with undeneptesented and margioali^d 
communities in developing rele’-TUit and lebtahle waste prevention knowledge, educatiom tianscreated 
resources, and economic de^^elopment oppommities, such as the Waste-Free Co mm uni ties grant. 
SW^AC encomages the contmueduse of SPL^’s Community’ Connections m the pEaEmng process across 
all sectors. 

Ttink you for considering our commenrs and we look foiw'aid to providing additional feedback upon 
youj request. 


S tncenely, 

Dirk Wassmk: Chair 
.4lBssandja Pistoia: Vice Chair 


SWAC is a» icf &«Eic-Flibtk' L'idiniM' CLumiuiijr.' Ih iiuciHr> wi j^:£n7st\ in- du ^PL' C-D GowzJ It Ll 

aftTTTvi.Tgfld jnd SiPL~. Has Lhiv nikcr. -ibe ipiicoas- c-f CocsiJzw zzi^ekiidbe oi EitJ. 
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